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British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 


Fees for Notification of Infectious Diseases. 


Pursuant to the instruction of the Annual Representative 
Meeting, the following letter has been sent to the President 
of the Local Government Board and to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer by the Medical Secretary of the Association: 


On the instruction of the Annual Representative Meeting of 
the British Medieal Association, I beg to bring to your notice 
the question of the fees payable to medical practitioners in 
respect of notification of infectious diseases. 

In March, 1916, when it was ascertained that the suggestion 
of the Retrenchment Committee that the fee of 2s. 6d. then 

aid to medical practitioners for notification of infectious 
Teanese be reduced to 1s. had been incorporated in the Local 
Government (Emergency Provisions) Bill, the Association 
approached the Board protesting against this suggestion and 
asked that representatives of the Association should be allowed 
an opportunity of placing their views before the President. 
On April 6th, 1916, on behalf of the then President, you met a 
deputation from our Association at the House of Commons, 
when you will remember we laid before you at some length the 
reasons for our dissent. Our protests were unavailing and the 
Bill went through, but not before the t'resident in a letter 


. dated April 19th had stated that he agreed with our suggestion 


that at any rate the doctor should not be required to bear the 
cost ng a of the notification forms. 
_ On May Ist, 1916, we again approached the President, urging 
that at the last moment, while the House of Commons was 
considering the amendments made in the bill by the House of 
Lords, the proposed reduction should be dropped. We pointed 
out that our post had shown how hotly the great majority of 
the general practitioners of the country resented the reduction. 
We went on to say that the Association was unwilling to make 
the task of the Government more difficult in war time by 
raising any organized opposition on such a question, but that 
the absence of such organized opposition did not indicate any 
want of strong feeling on the subject. That letter was simply 
acknowledged and the bill became an Act. 
"In 1917 the Annual Representative Meeting of the Association 
passed a resolution, which was forwarded to the Board, against 
what it termed the ‘‘mean action of the Government” in 
reducing the fee for the notification of infectious diseases. 
The Representative Meeting renewed its protest in July last 
and instructed the Council of the Association to approach the 
Government once more. 

So far as we are aware this is the only instance on record 
where, since the war, remuneration for services rendered has 


- been decreased, and the medical profession is unable to under- 


stand why it should have been singled out for such treatment. 
As you are aware the cost of every commodity has increased 
very greatly, and medical practitioners, like other sections of 
the community, have found it necessary, where possible, to 
inerease their charges. ‘The Association fails to understand 
why the Government should expect to have its work done at a 
greatly decreased rate, and why such a demand should be made 
on the medical profession alone. Moreover, I would point out 
that, in spite of the sympathy expressed by the then President 
of the Board regarding the deduction from the fee for the 
postage of the notifications, no relief has been given. 

The Association is convinced that the rankling sense of 
injustice left on the minds of a body of men which has fully 
met the very exacting claims made upon it by the country 
during the war, far outweighs the trifling saving to the 
Exchequer resulting from the reduction. The Association 
therefore urges most respectfully, but most strongly, that the 
subject should receive your immediate attention and that as a 
matter of simple justice to the medical profession, the old fee 
should be restored. 


Insurance Acts Committee. 
THE following is the constitution of the Insurance Acts 
Committee for the session 1918-19: 


1. Members ex oficio.—Sir T. Clifford Allbutt, K.C.B. (Presi- 
dent, British Medical Association); Dr. J. A. Meodoneld, 
LL.D. (Chairman of Council); Dr. T. W. H. Garstang (Chair- 
man of Representative Body); Dr. G. E. Haslip (Treasurer). 

2. Members Elected by Representative Meeting, 1918 (England 

anelly); Major KE. R. Fothergill 

3. Direct -of Local Medical and Panel Com- 
mittees.*—Scotland: Dr. John Hunter (Motherwell). Ireland : 
Dr. J. Lurgan). 

roup J. R. Drev 
(Bothwell) er (Glasgow); Dr. J. Goff 
Group ** B.”’—Dr. H. L. Rutter, M.B.E. (Newcastle). 
(Sowerby Bridge). 
Group D.”—Dr. Hodgson (Salford); Dr. H. F. Oldham 
(Morecambe). 
Group E.”—Dr. W. Hodgson (Crewe). 
Group “ F.”—Dr. T. Ridley Bailey (Bilston). 
“G."—Dr. A. J. Campbell (Dursley, Gloucester- . 
Group “ H.’*—Dr. T. Wood Locket (Melksham, Wilts). 
Group ‘‘I.”—Dr. J. P. Williams-Freeman 
Group G. G. Genge (Croydon). 
Group K.”—Dr. H. _B. Brackenbury (Hornsey); Dr. 
H. G. Cowie (Denmark Hill); Dr. C. H. Panting (Leyton). 
Group ‘‘ L.”’—Dr. A. Linnell (Paulerspury). 
Group ‘* M.”—Dr. C. J. Palmer (Mansfield Woodhouse). 

4. Acting Representutives of Outside Bodies—Dr. A. Withers 
Green, London pa Law Medical Officers’ Association). Pro- 
fessor A. Bostock Hill, Birmingham (Society of Medical Officers 
of Health). Dr. Mabel Ramsey, Plymouth (Medical Women’s 
Federation). 


Association Notices. 
CONSTITUENCIES FOR ELECTION OF REPRE- 
SENTATIVE BODY, 1919-20. 
(a) Provisional Home Constituencies. 

NOTICE is hereby given that, pursuant to By-law 33, the 
Council has provisionally grouped the Home Divisions for 
election of Representatives in the Representative Body, 
1919-20, in the same way as for 1918-19, except that the 
Isle of Wight is grouped with the Southampton Division. 
The list of provisional constituencies is being forwarded 
to the Divisions. 

Any Division objecting as regards itself to the proposed 
grouping is requested to notify the Medical Secretary of 
such objection, with alternative proposal, not later than 
December 19th, 1918. 


(b) Oversea Constituencies. 

The Council has made each Oversea Division and 
Division-Branch possessing an Honorary Secretary and 
the necessary organization, an independent constituency 
for election of a Representative. 


(c) Time and Mode of Election of Representatives. 
Under By-law 35 the Representatives are required to 
be elected not more than nine months nor less than four 
weeks before the Annual Representative Meeting (which 
will probably commence on July 24th, 1919). The names 
of the Representatives must be notified to the Head 
Office by at latest July 3rd, 1919. 


* The count has been verified by Miss M. M. Green, acting on behalf 
of the Proportional Representation Society, 
[758] 
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NAVAL AND MILITARY APPOINTMENTS. [Nov. ‘9, sie 


The Council desires to draw the special attention of 
all concerned to the fact that under By-law 35 it is entirely 
within the discretion of each constituency to decide whether 


the election of its Representative or Representatives shall - 


be carried out by a general meeting of the constituency, or 
by postal vote. 
° By order of the Council, 
ALFRED Cox, 
October 21st, 1918. Medical Secretary. 


Naval and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Tur following notifications are announced by the Admiralty:— 
Surgeon-Lieutenants to rank as Surgeon-Lieutenant-Commanders: 
H. E. Perkins, E. C. Holton, C. F. Willies, J. G. Danson, G. J. Carr. 
Surgeon-Lieutenants (temporary): F. P. N. Parsons to Chathem Hos- 
pital, W. L. Berry to Haslar Hospital, W. H. Dupre to the Egmont, 
W: H. 8. Hodge to R.N. Hospital, Queensferry. 
,Royan NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 
To be honorary temporary Surgeon-Lieutenant: N. L. Stevenson. 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Poi R. H. Luce, C.B., C.M.G., T.F.Res., to be temporary Major- 
eneral. 

Colonel J. M. F. Shine, C.B., is placed on retired pay. 

Lieut.-Colonel (temporary Colonel) G. W. Tate, D.S8.O., from 
R.A.M.C., to be Colonel, Dec. 26th, 1917 (substituted for notification in 
the London Gazette of June 12th, 1918). 

Royan Army MEpDIcAL Corps. 

Lieut.-Colonel G. M. Goldsmith to be acting Colonel whilst employed 
as Assistant Director of Medical Services of a Division. _ 

Teniporary Major A. M. Leake, V.C., relinquishes the acting rank of 
Lieut.-Colonel on reposting. 

Majors to be acting Lieut.-Colonels: R. W. D. Leslie (whilst 
employed #s Assistant Director of Medical Services), A. H. MeN. 
Mitchell (whilst in command of a medical unit). 

Captain (temporary Major) R. Hemphill to be acting Lieut.-Colonel 
whilst in command of a field ambulance, Aug. 22nd, 1916 (substituted 
for notification in the London Gazette, Jan. 12th 1917). 

A. E. Morison to be temporary Major whilst employed at Sunderland 
War Hospital. 

The undermentioned relinquish the acting rank of Major on repost- 
ing: Captains G. O. Chambers and J. Y. Moore, temporary Captains 
A. K. Cosgrove, H. H. White, C. C. Court, and D. I. Anderson. 

Temporary Captain F. G. W. Deane to be acting Lieut.-Colonel 
whilst specially employed. 

To be acting Majors: Captains H.G. Trayer, R. E. Gibson, O.B.E., 
C. R. Dudgeon, M.C., J. R. Lloyd; temporary Captains J. L. A. Grout, 
M.C., J. Jack, M.C., C. F. Knight, A. W. Dennis (from June 5th to 
August 18th, 1918), R. Warren, F. Henderson, M.C., A. M. Crawford, 
W. Anderson. Whilst specially employed: Temporary Captains 
A. Dingwall-Fordyce, C. H. Fennell. 

Officers relinquish their commissions: Temporary honorary Major 
W. P.S. Branson, on ceasing to be emp!oyed with No.1 Red Cross 
(Duchess of Westminster's) Hospital. Temporary Captains: J. 
Brown, A. W. Brodribb, S. J. McC. Bradshaw, F. W. Stone, C. L. 
McDonagh, C. T. Galbraith, M.C., E.C. Arnold, W. F. Moore. Tem- 
porary honorary Captains: E. D. Busby and G. W. Cottis, on ceasing 
to serve with No. 22 General Hospital; J. S. Burn, J. Erlank, J. W. 
Nunn, and D. M. Stone, on ceasing 10 be employed with No.1 Red 
Cross (Duchess of Westminster’s) Hospital. Temporary Lieutenants: 
L G. Allan, B. Blackwood, P. Liston. Temporary honorary Lieu- 
tenants: W. M. Findley and J. E. Bloomer, on ceasing to be employed 
with No. 22 General Hospital. 

Late temporary Captains granted the honorary rank of Captain: 
F. M. Murray, H. C. Smyth. ‘ 

The notification in the London Gazette of July 25th, 1918, regarding 
temporary Captain M. Donaldson is canceiled. 

To be Captains: Lieutenants (temporary Captains) R. D.Davy, M.C., 
R.L Ritchie, R. B. Myles, E. 8. Cuthbert. 

To be temporary Captains: Temporary Lieutenants J. R. Hewetson, 
H. J. Starling. 

Temporary honorary Lieutenant S. R. Meaker to be temporary 
honorary Captain. 


* ROYAL AIR FORCE. 
MEDICAL BRANCH. ; 

To be acting Majors: Captains H. A. Treadgold (while employed as 
Major), A. H. Todd (while specially employed). 

Granted temporary commissions:—As Captains: W. Lessey (late 
Captain R.A.M.C., substituted for notification in the London Gazette, 
Oct. llth), G. Fehrsen, W. Lumley (late Captain R.A.M.C.). As 
Lieutenants : R. E. Burns, M. Hyman, N. C. Cooper, S. R. E. Davies, 
J. Gorsky, K. D. F. Waters. 


SPECIAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
RoyaL ARMY MEDICAL Cores. 

Captain H. M. Williams relinquishes the acting rank of Major on re- 
posting. 

Captains to be acting Majors: R. Mackinnon, J. A. Ryle (from May 
6th to 22nd, 1918), P. J. Gaffikin, M.C. 

Captain A. J. Clark, M.C., relinquishes the acting rank of Major on 
reposting, and relinquishes bis commission. 

Captain G. K. Aubrey, from temporary retired pay, relinquishes his 
commission on account of ill health contracted on active service, and 
is granted the honorary rank of Captain. 

The name of Captain James R. R. Holms is as now described and 
not as in the London Gazette of May 15th, 1918. 

Lieutenants to be Captains: W. L. Yell, J.B. D. Galbraith, I. M. 
Robertson, T. R. Wilson, J. P. White, J. Macleod, A. Riddell, J. J. A. 
Seott, F. J. Harvey, D. J. Valentine, 5. H. deG. Pritchard, F. W. A. 
Watt, W. M. Jones, A. G. F. McArthur 8. W. Page, L. K. Ledger, M. 
Edwards, A. Mel. Pickup, O. C. Carter, W. U. Longford, M. J. Hilton, 
C. 8. Baxter, W. Stansfield. 

To be Lieutenants: J. Lipsey, from Glasgow University Contingent 
O.T.C., L. J. Schwartz, from University of Manchester Contingent 
O.T.C., M. Melvin, from Edinburgh University Contingent O.T.C., 
Gate Savery, from University of London Contingent O.T.C., T. McS. 

/ilson. 


OVERSEAS CONTINGENTS. 
CANADIAN ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Temporary Colonel M. Maclaren, C.M.G., C.A.M.C., relinquishes } 
appointment as Deputy Director of Medical Services. is 


emporary or R. St. J. MacDonald to be acting Lieut.-Cotoy 
whilst employed as O.C. stationary hospital. — el 
Temporary Major 8. Paulin to be temporary Lieut.-Colonel. 
Temporary Major R. H. M. Hardisty, M.C., to command a 4 1a 
aptains to be temporary Majors: D. B. Kennedy, M.C., J. 

H. Hart, M.C. 
Temporary Captains to be acting Majors: D. A. Murray (whjj 
employed as surgical specialist), H. M. Barrett, F. W. Lees, MC 
E. Douglas, M.C., and _L. C. Palmer while employed at a Canadiay 
Field Ambulance, F. J. Tees, M.C. (while employed as Surgeon), 
spital), D. P. Hanington (while employed as Registrar, i 
General Hospital). Canadiag 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 
© be acting onels whilst employed as Assistant Directo 

Medical Services, with precedence from the date shown against then 
names :—Lieut.-Colonels: C. T. Green (Jan. 15th, 1915), E. V. Gostling 
D.S.0O. (April 17th, 1916), A. M. McIntosh (Nov. 25th, 1915), C. H. Howking, 
D.8.0. (April 12th, 1917), H. Collinson, C.M.G., D.S.O. (May 20th, 1917) 
J. Mackinnon, D.S.O. (March Ist, 1918), F. Kelly (April 30th, 1918), W. p: 
Matthews, D.S.O. (Jan. lth, 1918), E.C. Montgomery-Smith, D §.0, 
(Feb. 8th, 1918), E. A. Wraith (May 25th, 1918), R. Pickard, C.M.G. (July 
24th, 1917), J. Clay (June 5th, 1918), Majors: T. Kay, D.8.0. (Sept. 22nd 
1917), D. Rorie, D.S.O, (Dec. 24th, 1917), H. Richardson, D.S.O. (May ond. 
1917), C. H. Lindsay, C.M.G., D.S.O. (Aug. 26th, 1917). : 

Lieut.-Colonel T. Fraser, D.S.O., to be Assistant Director of Medical 
Services and to be acting Colonel whilst so employed, July 23rd, 191g 
oe for announcement in the London Gazette of Sept. 21s., 


_ Lieut.-Colonel E. B. Dowsett to be Assistant Director of Medical 
Services and to be acting Colonel whilst so employed. 
* Lieut.-Colonel P. Mitchell is restored to the establishment. 

To be Lieut.-Colonels: Lieut.-Colonels E. J. Lawless, from 'T.F Res, 
(precedence Sept. 19th, 1914), E. M. Callender, from General Hospital 
(precedence March 13th, 1912). 

To be acting Lieut.-Colonels whilst specially employed, with pre. 
cedence from the date shown against their names:—Majors: A. (© 
Goodwin (Sept. 24th, 1915), A. W. Moore (Feb. 14th, 1916), A. E. Kidd 


. (Jan. 26th, 1916), J. Wood, D.S.O. (April 23rd, 1916), R. Coffey, D.§.0, 


(Aug. 19th, 1916), J. W. Bird, D.S.O. (May 13th, 1916), E. T 
(Sept. 11th, 1915), J.. Gray (July 8th, 1915), F. Whalley, D 8.0. Sept. 18. 
1916), T. Donovan (Dec. 24th, 1915), H. T. Samuel (Dec, 22nd, 1915), 
J. Evans (Sept. 22nd, 1915), I’, ?. Paddicombe, D.S.O. (Aug, 29th, 1915), 
(Brevet Lieut.-Colonel) E. 1. Bird, D.S.O. (July 4th, 1916), A.P, Swanson 
(Feb. 25th, 1915). Captains: A. T. Falwasser, D.S.O. (Nov. 27th, 3915) 
G. T. Willan, D.8.0. (Sept. 19th, 1915), H. G. G. Mackenzie, D.§.0. 
. Young (Aug. 22nd, , T. A. Green, D.S.O. (Aug. 22nd, 1916), C.'W. 
Eames (Sept. 17th, 1915). 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Brown, R. Dods, M.D., F.R.C.P.Edin., Medical § i ) 
oval Asviom. ical Superintenéent, 
ESAI, H. M., D.Ch.O.Liverpoo], Surgical Officer in ch 
Durham County and Sunderland Kye Infirmary. a ae 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 
The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 68., which sum should be forwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post on Wednesday morning in order to 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 


DEATHS. 

McCaw.—On October 26th, at Lambeth Infirmary, London, of 
influenzal pneunionia, Hugh John McCaw, M.D., F.R.C.S.E., 
second son of H. McCaw, Esq., M.B., Invercargill, New Zealand. 

November 2nd, at Hgerton Lodge, Wrexham, after a 


short illness, Gwendolen, the dearly lov i : 
Williams. y ed wife of Rk. Geoffrey 


DIARY FOR THE WEEK, 


MONDAY. 
MeEpIcAL Soctrry oF LONDON, 11, Chandos Street, W.1.—8.30 pin., 
Discussion on Reconstraction and the Practice of Medicine, to be 
introduced by Colonel H. J. Waring, R.A.M.C.(T.), F.R.C.S. 


EDIcOo-LEGAL Society, 11, Chandos Street, W.1.—8.30 p.m., Presi- 

— Address by Dr. IF. J. Smith: Pensions and et Alot. 
ment. 

Roya CoLLEGE OF SuRGEONS, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.—5 p.m. 
Bradshaw Lecture by Lieut.-Colonel D’Arcy Power: Canceé a 


the Tongue. 
FRIDAY. 
Soctnry OF TROPICAL MEDICINE AND HYGIENE, 11, Chandos Street, 
W.1.--5.30 p.m., Sanitary and Insanitary Makeshifts in the 
— War Areas, by Lieut.-Colonel Andrew Balfour, C.B., 


RoyAt COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. Pall Mall East, S.W.—Tuesday and 
Thursdsy, 5 p.m., FitzPatrick Lectures by Dr. Arnold Chavilin: 
Medicine in England during the Reign of George III. 

SeciETY OF MEDICINE.—General Meeting of Fellows: Wed- 
nesday, 4.30 p.m., Presentation of the Lip'oma of Honorary 
Fellowship to Sir Alfred Keogh, G.C.B. Discussion on “ In- 
fluenza, with particular reference to the Epidemiology, Pathology, 
Clinical Aspects, and Complications,’’ to be opened by Sir Arthur 
Newsholme, K.C.B., M.D. Section. of Neurology: Thursday, 
8.30 p.m., Presidential Address by Dr. Henry Head, F.R.S.: Some 
Principles of Neurology. Section of Otology: Friday, 5 p.m., 
Cases. Sections of Electro-Therapeutics, Clinical Medicine, and 
Surgery: 8.30 p.m., Dr. E. I. Spriggs: On the Radiography of the 
Vermiform Appendix. 


Printed and published by the British Medical Association at their Office, No, 429, Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in the County of London 
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